MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
In reality, Alaric was a condottiere who was greedy for gain.
He was so free from convictions of any sort that he hired himself
to Stilicho, for 4,000 librae of gold, in order to fight Arcadius,
with whom he had a treaty of alliance.
Stilicho was assassinated at a convenient moment for Alaric.
With an army enlarged by a great proportion of Stilicho's troops,
he marched upon Italy once more in 408.l In Alaric the Barbarian
was becoming metamorphosed into an intriguing Roman soldier.
In 409, as Honorius refused to treat with him, he caused the senator,
Priscus Attains,2 to be proclaimed Emperor, whereupon Priscus
promoted him to the superior rank of Magister utriusque militiae
prctesentialis. Then, hoping to become reconciled with Honorius,
Alaric betrayed his creature. But Honorius had no intention of
becoming a second Attalus. Thereupon Alaric proceeded to pillage
Rome, having taken the city by surprise; and when he left it he
took with him Galla Placidia, the Emperor's sister. Was it his
intention to turn back and attack Ravenna e On the contrary. He
marched into Southern Italy, which had not yet been pillaged,
intending to cross over to Africa, the granary of Rome, and the
most prosperous of the Western provinces. And as it marched his
army ravaged the country, in order to obtain food. Alaric was
not destined to reach Africa; he died at the end of the year
410, His burial in the bed of the Busento was that of an
epic hero*8
His brother-in-law Ataulf, who succeeded to him, turned back
to die North. After some months of pillage he marched upon
Gaul, where the usurper Jovinus had just assumed power. He was
determined at all costs to obtain a Roman title. Having quarrelled
1 Alaric would have preferred to stay where he was, but he could not;
he needed the authorisation of the Emperor, and the latter took good care
not to allow the Barbarians to take possession of Italy, just as in the East they •
were not allowed to take possession of Thrace.
* f. iot, phster and cansho*, Histoire 4u Moyen Age (Collection glotz),
vol. I, p. 35.	*
8 See c, 3DAWSON, ThtMaking ofgurope (New York), 1932, Fwnch transla-
tion, Les origins 4c I* Europe (Paris, 1934), p. no.
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